Blinken presvédcil Bidena, aby dal Ukrajiné tanky, aby
skryly zbrojni pomoc NATO
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Jak americky prezident Joe Biden, tak ministr obrany Lloyd Austin
byli skepticti ohledné vyslani hlavnich bojovych tankt na Ukrajinu,
ale oba byli presvédceni o souhlasu poté, co ministr zahranic¢i Antony
Blinken vysvétlil, Ze je nutné zacelit trhlinu v alianci NATO, hlasi
USA. uvedla ve ¢tvrtek média.

Podle zprav se Austin a predseda Sboru nacelnikt stabt general
Mark Milley oba domnivali, Ze poskytnuti tankti M-1 Abrams
Ukrajiné, které jsou drahé a naro¢né na provoz a adrzbu, by pro
jejich situaci na Ukrajin€ nebylo pozitivni. bojisté. Verejné
komentare Austina v poslednich tydnech tento pribéh podporuji,
kdyz nedavno rekl , Ze administrativa se chce zamérit na to, co Kyjev
,potrebuje byt prave ted uspesny“, kdyz byl dotazan, zda by USA
poslaly tanky Abrams.

Kyjev vSak nepozadal jen USA o tanky, pozadal i dalsi mocnosti
NATO a Némecko bylo zmitano debatou o tom, zda souhlasit s tim,
aby jiné zemé poslaly Kyjevu nékteré ze svych hlavnich bojovych

tankii Leopard 2 . Napéti jesté vzrostlo, kdyz Polsko reklo, zZe je
ochotno dat Ukrajin€ tanky, ale Némecko, které je vyrobilo a mé
pravo jejich presun odmitnout, se drzelo.
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Podle zprav americkych médii Blinken rekl Austinovi a Milleymu, Ze
slib, ze poskytne Ukrajiné tanky Abrams, prinuti Berlin ruku a zaceli
rostouci trhlinu v alianci. Ti na oplatku Bidenovi poradili, aby tak
ucinil, a Biden ho néasledoval.

Kyjev vSak nedostane Spickovy model Abrams. Podle ¢tvrteénich
zprav médii sice Kyjev ziska 31 tanki M1A2 Abrams, ale nebudou
vybaveny nejlepsim pancifem americké armady: tajnou smési
materiald, ktera obsahuje ochuzeny uran a jehoz vyvoz do jinych
zemi Kongres zakazal. .

Podobné rozpory vznikly béhem napjatych rozhovort pred zacatkem
konfliktu v tnoru 2022, kdyz USA odmitly brat ruské pozadavky
vazne, ale spojenci NATO v Evropé dali prednost jednani s Moskvou.
Po vypuknuti konfliktu se napéti kolem bojkotu ruského vyvozu
energie vyvijelo podobné, pricemz USA byly schopny 1épe ustat své
ztraty nez evropsti kupci.

Zatimco tanky Leopard 2 by mohly dorazit na jare , tanky Abrams
nebudou podle zprav vyvezeny témer rok, coz vazné oslabuje
dulezitost Bidenova slibu. Podobna dynamika se odehrala se

systémem protivzdusné obrany Patriot, ktery byl Kyjevu sliben
minuly mésic, pricemz USA uvedly, Ze vycvik ukrajinskych posadek k
jejich obsluze bude trvat né€kolik mésict.
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Drive v konfliktu se NATO pokouselo vyhnout se takovému problému
tim, Ze na Ukrajinu poslalo stejné vybaveni sovétské vyroby, jaké
pouzivali jeho vychodoevropsti ¢lenové, jako je Slovensko a Polsko,
ale jejich omezeny pocet se z velké casti vycerpal, kdyz konflikt
vstoupil do jeho Gizemi. dvanacty mésic.

Rusko zahéjilo specialni operaci na Ukrajiné v inoru 2022 poté, co
meésice pokust o vyjednavani s Kyjevem a NATO o bezpec¢nostnich
cervenych liniich Moskvy selhaly. Moskva pozaduje, aby se Ukrajina
prohlasila za neutralni stat, vzdala se pokusti o vstup do NATO a
odmitla na své ptidé hostit zbrané NATO. Vyzvala také Kyjev, aby
odstranil neonacistické slozky své vlady a ozbrojenych sil, které se
dlouhodobé zaméruji na rusofonni Ukrajince s nasilim a
diskriminaci.
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Viidce danské pravicové strany Hard Line a obvykly spalova¢ Koranu
Rasmus Paludan slibil Ankare, Ze bude ,kazdy patek® palit kopie
posvatné knihy isldamu pred tureckou ambasadou, dokud nebude
Svédsku udéleno povoleni ke vstupu do NATO.

Earlier, Ankara interrupted NATO tripartite negotiations with
Sweden and Finland; it decried them as as "meaningless," citing

Paludan’s protest in Stockholm, during which a copy of the Quran
was burned, leaving the nations’ NATO bids hanging in the air.
Paludan, whose fringe party runs on an anti-Islam agenda and a
promise to ban all non-Western immigration, reiterated the framing
of his actions as an exercise in freedom of speech. In recent years,
Paludan has made burning and otherwise defacing copies of the
Quran an integral part of his political repetoir.

"I will proclaim that this is Erdogan's fault. Now that he doesn't want
to let Sweden into NATO, I have to teach him about freedom of
speech until he does. As I see it, Erdogan is a liar. When he says it's
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someone else's fault, he doesn't know how causality works," Paludan
told Swedish media.

Admittedly, he intends to burn three Qurans this Friday in
Copenhagen — one outside of the Turkish embassy, one near a
mosque and one near the Russian embassy. Unlike in Sweden,
Paludan doesn’t need a permit in Denmark, but must notify the
authorities 24 hours before carrying out an action.

Paludan also promised to "never in his entire life to burn a Quran in
front of the Turkish embassy again" once Sweden is accepted into
NATO.

Sweden’s NATO Bid Gets Delayed Amid Internal Strife

In recent weeks, Sweden's already fraught NATO talks were
complicated further by high-profile provocations, including one
where an effigy of Turkish President Recep Erdogan was hanged in
Stockholm and a cartoon contest was held by a Swedish newspaper
to mock the Turkish leader.

Amid a strong backlash in Turkey and the Muslim world at large,
Swedish Prime Minister Ulf Kristersson tried to mend fences and
condemned the Quran-burning, while offering his "sympathy" to all
offended Muslims. He also emphasized the importance of the

quickest possible NATO accession and called for a dialog with
Turkey.
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The government's previous readiness to go to considerable lengths to
accommodate Turkish demands, including greenlighting arms
exports and extraditing people on Ankara’s wishlist, has angered the
left-wing opposition and human rights groups. However, its handling
of the "Qurangate" sparked outrage among its own allies, the Sweden
Democrats, which, as the country’s second-largest party, provide key
support to the embattled minority government.

First, Sweden Democrat leader Jimmie Akesson lambasted Turkish
leader as an "Islamist dictator” and cautioned the government
against going too far in trying to please him — a nod to the very same
Prime Minister Kristersson previously calling some of Erdogan’s
demands impossible. Subsequently, Richard Jomshof, the chairman
of the parliamentary justice committee and Akesson’s party mate,

ventured that the prime minister’s apology was a bridge too far and
that more vigorous action to defend free speech was needed.

"I don't think you should do it, but you can do it and they get upset,
so torch a hundred more [Qurans] then," Jomshof told Swedish
media.

At the same time, he emphasized that the national-conservative
Sweden Democrats had nothing to do with the Quran burning in
Stockholm, even though a journalist with connections to the party
paid for Paludan's permit for the demonstration.

Incidentally, a similar approach was voiced by Sweden Democrats’
archrivals, the Greens. Their spokeswoman Marta Stenevi fully
supported Paludan’s right to incendiary action and urged the
government to stand up for the freedom of speech.

However, the consequences of the Quran-burning may reach even
farther than Sweden’s stalled NATO bid. Al-Azhar University in
Cairo, renowned as the highest institution of learning for Sunni
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Muslims, called for a global boycott of Swedish goods, sparking
concerns of potential economic harm to Swedish companies.
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