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Turning Away From Russian Natural Gas Would Be
Unwise, Says Austrian Politician
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Rakouský politik a bývalý prezidentský kandidát Gerald Grosz v

rozhovoru pro Sputnik poukázal na to, že rakouská ekonomika se již

více než pět desetiletí orientuje na levný ruský zemní plyn a že

přechod k jinému dodavateli by trval roky, nemluvě o mnoha peníze

daňových poplatníků.

Grosz také tvrdil, že nemá smysl nakupovat ruský plyn přes jiné země

za čtyřnásobek běžné ceny, než kupovat tentýž plyn levně.

Rakouský kancléř Karl Nehammer dříve tvrdil, že dodávky ruského

zemního plynu do jeho země klesly na zhruba 20 procent z celkového

množství dováženého plynu.

Werner Steinecker, odcházející generální ředitel významné rakouské

energetické společnosti Energie AG, však v prosinci uvedl, že ruský

zemní plyn tvoří až 50 procent rakouského dovozu plynu.
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Včera

Poté, co Moskva v únoru 2022 zahájila svou vojenskou operaci na

Ukrajině, zavedly Spojené státy a EU ekonomické sankce proti Rusku

a snažily se omezit dovoz ruské ropy a zemního plynu pod záminkou

omezení schopnosti Ruska financovat své ozbrojené síly.

Zatímco se USA a jejich spojenci snažili omezit své nákupy ruských

uhlovodíků a zavedli opatření, jako je cenový strop ruského zemního

plynu, tyto iniciativy vedly k prudkému nárůstu cen potravin, paliv a

elektřiny právě v těchto zemích, zatímco Moskva nadále dosahuje

značného zisku. prostřednictvím vývozu energie.
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Dědictví afrického potomka je jasné a problémy rasismu a

diskriminace z koloniálního období v dnešní Kolumbii přetrvávají.

Podle Národního statistického úřadu kolumbijské vlády (DANE)

tvoří černošská, afro-kolumbijská, raizalská a palenquerská populace

v této jihoamerické zemi celkem více než 4,6 milionu lidí, neboli 9,34

% kolumbijské populace.

Sputnik spoke with Afro-Colombian sociologist Lemeva

Leidys Valderrama about some examples of resistance by these

communities in her country, as well as the current challenges in the

fight against racism.
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"Much of what is said about us is said from the perspective of white

people who have had the power to write history and do science and

academia," she noted.

"These consequences [from colonial slavery] survive, and this

epistemic racism is real and tangible, and it survives in reality; Afro-

descendant populations in Colombia continue to suffer from it,"

Valderrama summarized.

4 December 2022, 12:53 GMT

Black King Against Slavery

At the end of the 16th century, a period in which the conquest and

colonization of several territories of the American continent was

consolidated in the hands of the Spanish Empire, a leader emerged

against the trafficking of millions of kidnapped and enslaved people

of African origin. His name was Domingo Benkos Biohó.

Probably originally from Guinea-Bissau, Benkos Biohó was

kidnapped by Portuguese traffickers and sent to Cartagena de Indias,

"one of the main slave ports that the Spanish had in their colonies in

the Caribbean and South America" on the northern coast of

Colombia.

"Benkos Biohó, along with other enslaved men and women, fled to

the interior of the savannahs and mountains surrounding Cartagena

de Indias because of the inhumane conditions under which they lived

https://sputniknews.com/20221204/modern-slavery-all-around-us-african-activists-experts-warn-1105020980.html
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under the oppression of slavery. These places, inaccessible, served as

a refuge and settlement for hundreds of slaves fleeing their masters,"

according to Señal Memoria, an initiative to preserve the audiovisual

heritage of Colombia.

Thus, Palenqueros and Maroons escaping oppression developed

social and cultural networks in their own communities to resist

slavery in the New Kingdom of Granada, the name for the region

during the colonial period.

"King Benkos Biohó is one of the greatest examples of the

construction and creation of Maroonism in the Americas," said

sociologist Valderrama.

In addition to his struggle for the Blacks of Colombia, this social

leader led the process of building the precursors of the modern state

through the organization of palenques, or free towns for escaped

slaves, according to the expert consulted, made up of men and

women who had escaped from slavery.

"Benkos Bihó became a leader who made it possible to transform the

imaginary around the process of colonization and enslavement,

showing that it was possible to escape this practice, this institution,

and also that new conditions should be generated to inhabit these

new territories, these territories built as palenques," Valderrama

noted.
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Importance of Hair

The sociologist says that Benko's Biohó remains alive in the

resistance of Afro-descendant women who continue to weave their

identity processes, in which hair has played a fundamental role.

"The hair was very important in the construction of these palenquero

or palenquista societies, because it was there that the seeds and

materials or metals that were planted in this new land, in this

palenque, were kept," she noted.

Using braids and combs, these women built maps of freedom on

their heads to live, in addition to saving seeds, the sociologist

explained, for resistance and food supply in places of struggle.

Sociologist Lina María Vargas Álvarez, a graduate of the

National University of Colombia, studied how hair was used to

plan these liberation strategies. "In order to plan the escape from

their masters, the women gathered around the heads of the smallest

ones and, thanks to the observation from the mountains, they

designed a map full of paths and escape routes, locating the highest

mountains, rivers and trees," she noted in her thesis Poética del

peinado colombiano (Poetics of the Colombian Hairstyle).

"People who saw them could know where to go. The language on the

body, with codes unknown to the masters, allowed people to escape.

Thus, hairstyles, which could have served as markers of tribal and

ethnic affiliation and even social status, played a preeminent role as a

beautiful but complicated and secret language for those who did not

know it," the university professor added.
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A swampy terrain was represented in the hairstyles with furrows, in

addition to tracing the displacements according to the direction of

the hair, Vargas Alvarez explained in a testimony collected in her

academic work.

"When they went to the fields, when they went to sow, they went

through the mountains, so they knew where the mountain was more,

more difficult for the others to reach them, so they wove the fabric,

let's say, of the strategy," she explained.

In addition to collecting seeds, Afro-descendant women

also kept valuables such as gold and platinum in their hair

to use to their advantage and to protect them from thieves

and slavers.

Lively Gatherings Around Hair

Sociologist Vargas Álvarez also noted that hair continues to represent

a meeting space, as hair salons are used by Afro-Colombian

communities to meet and share, as areas of identification.

https://ria.ru/docs/about/copyright_afp.html
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"Today, these aesthetic representations of the braiding of Afro-

descendant populations, led by Afro-descendant women, continue to

constitute and represent processes of resistance to generate a new

vision and keep alive that ancestral legacy that allowed our ancestors

to regain their freedom," Valderrama told Sputnik.

Other examples of creativity toward liberation can be found in Afro-

descendant spirituality, she noted, as the ancestors used the

Christianity imposed by the conquerors to hide in it the roots of their

own religious creed.

"This spirituality survives and is reflected in the mortuary rites

through which the dead are said goodbye, and there are different

rites for different ages or different types of representations

depending on the rank of leadership or importance that the person

has in their community, if they are a wise man or if they are a child,

the mortuary rite is different," she explained.

© AFP 2023
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Afro-descendant deities, she described, bypassed the ideological

vigilance of the Catholic Church to continue to express themselves

among Colombians.

"There is also the question of language: San Basilio de Palenque

created its own language, which today is a language that is part of the

heritage of humanity, this language is called Palenquero," she said.

"These Maroons and libertarians built their own language using the

elements of the language that was imposed in that colonization -

slavery - and the elements that they managed to reserve or preserve

from Africa."

Violence Still Being Exercised

Racial discrimination is still practiced in Colombia, Valderrama

denounced, and it is particularly evident, as she illustrates, in the

invisibility of their contributions to the process of nation-building in

this South American country.

"People still think that our only contribution is in folklore, but Afro-

Colombians built a nation, proposed a different vision of society, and

somehow always bet on the transformation of the country through

peace processes, community processes, based on dialogue

processes," she said.

According to Valderrama, these populations practice the African

philosophy of “Ubuntu”, which, according to the National

Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM), supports the belief that

there is a universal human bond that invites mutual care through an

essential connection.

University Professor Jaco Hoffman, a lecturer in South

Africa, explains that the underlying concept of Ubuntu is respect for

oneself and others. "So, if you are able to see others, even strangers,

as full human beings, you will never treat them badly or as if they

were inferior."

https://sputniknews.com/20221219/a-look-back-on-history-of-dutch-colonialism-slave-trade-in-africa-1105584097.html
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"Afro-descendant women's hair is still stigmatized, especially black

or Afro-descendant women; there are many, many memes and very

harmful publications about Afro-descendant women's aesthetics," he

said.

During Colombian President Gustavo Petro's presidential campaign,

the Afro-descendant Francia Márquez, Colombia's first black woman

vice president, was the focus of racist attacks because of her

background, Valderrama recalled.

Making Afro-Descendant President Invisible

The sociologist denounces that invisibilization contributes to the

constant violence that Afro-Colombian populations continue to be

accused of being ugly. A clear example of this is the erasure from

history of Colombia's first Afro-descendant president.

It was not until the administration of Juan Manuel Santos (2010-

2018) that the figure of Juan José Nieto Gil was recovered and his

presence in Colombian political life was recognized, the expert noted.

"This shows the structural racism that survives in the genesis of

Colombian society, which renders Afro-descendants invisible and

only takes them into account to amuse or entertain," the sociologist

lamented.

The testimonies of resistance of the black and Afro-descendant

community in Colombia, despite their political eloquence, have also

been erased and minimized by official history, Valderrama said.

"It has been the Afro-descendant population itself, with a minimal

participation of academia, that has been able to make visible these

contributions and these other realities of struggle and

transformation of Afro-descendant populations," the sociologist

acknowledged.

https://sputniknews.com/20220603/solidarity-is-crucial-in-colombias-struggle-to-chart-a-new-path-1095956228.html
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The appearance of these populations in official books was allowed

only when they articulated discrimination against them and

discrediting stigmas, such as accusing them of laziness or

encapsulating them in prejudices such as "they were only good for

dancing".

© AFP 2023

Importance of Representation

It is not in the hands of Vice President Francia Márquez to reverse a

structural problem such as Colombian racism, much less with magic

formulas, asserts sociologist Valderrama, but it is important to see

her occupy spaces of power because it will allow boys and girls to feel

capable of reaching them, more confident.

Kromě toho poznamenala, že jak Petro, tak Márquez prosazovali

politiky, které řeší kolumbijský rasový problém a otevírají dveře

požadavkům těchto komunit v procesu, který zahrnuje celou zemi v

uznání její rozmanitosti.

https://ria.ru/docs/about/copyright_afp.html
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COVID-19 Daily Mortality in China Peaked at 4,273 on January 4:
Disease Control Center
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BEIJING (Sputnik) - China reached its peak daily mortality from the

COVID-19 pandemic on January 4, with a total of 4,271 deaths, the

Chinese Center for Disease Control and Prevention (China CDC) said

on Wednesday.

"The number of deaths from COVID-19 in hospitals peaked on

January 4, when 4,273 people died, then the number declined and

fell to 896 on January 23, which is 79% less than during the peak

period," China CDC said in a statement.
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Chinese hospitals were under the greatest strain in the second half of

December 2022 and the beginning of January, the statement said.

The peak of COVID-19 hospitalizations fell on December 23, when

2.86 million people turned to hospitals across the country with virus

symptoms. Since then, the figure has been declining and fell to

63,000 on Monday, according to the statement.

Meanwhile, the number of patients with COVID-19 in the country's

hospitals fell by 84.8% to 248,000 on Monday, compared to 1.62

million on January 5, China CDC noted.

The center added that the daily increase in patients with severe

coronavirus rose by nearly 10,000 from December 27 to January 3.

This figure decreased to 36,000 on Monday, from 128,000 on

January 5.

At the end of December, China registered millions of COVID-19

infections, with peak numbers recorded on December 22, when

almost 7 million people tested positive for coronavirus, China CDC

said.

"Since December 9, 2022, the number of positive PCR tests and the

proportion of positive results in all provinces have been on an

upward and downward trend. The number of people with positive

PCR tests peaked on December 22 (6.94 million) and then gradually

decreased, reaching a low of 15,000 on January 23, 2023," the

statement read.

In mid-December, Bloomberg cited Chinese government estimates

that nearly 248 million, or 18% of the population, likely became

infected with COVID-19 in the first 20 days of December.

In December, China's government started to gradually ease its "zero

tolerance" policy toward the pandemic, which had been the strictest

in the world for almost three years. It had a negative impact on the

global economy, supply chains, tourism and intergovernmental

exchanges. On January 8, obligatory PCR testing and centralized

isolation for people arriving in China were canceled.
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At the same time, Beijing faced an increase in COVID-19 infections,

prompting a number of countries, including the United States, Italy,

Japan, and South Korea, to tighten measures against passengers

arriving from China.
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