Némci na pokraji nervového zhrouceni
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BERLIN — Némecko je na hrané.

Ve stredu brzy se po celé zemi rozprostrely tisice némeckych policistii
v kuklach, zatkli 25 lidi a zabavili zbrané, aby zvratili to, co trady
oznacily za d'abelské spiknuti s cilem svrhnout vladu zemé a obnovit
monarchii. ,,Vojenska odnoz skupiny“ tajné€ budovala ,,novou
némeckou armadu®, rekl hlavni Zalobce v pripadu.

O den pozdéji ale pripad vypada spisSe jako scénar epizody Monty
Pythoni neZ jako pokracovani Dne Sakala .
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Udajnym viidcem byl princ Heinrich XIII ReuB, dlouhovlasy
potomek 800 let staré aristokratické linie, ktery podle policie
organizoval konspirativni setkani na svém kopci Schloss na venkové
v Durynsku.

Jednasedmdesatilety princ a jeho tdajni spoluspiklenci, z nichz
mnozi byli diichodci, sestavili impozantni arzenal, ktery podle policie
obsahoval minimalné jednu kusi, prak, mece a také lovecké pusky
nejasného rocniku a pistole.

Al-Kaida to nebyla.

Skutecnost, Ze se mnozi Némci jinak obavaji, prozrazuje o sou¢asném
krehkém stavu narodni psychiky vice nez o stabilité demokratickych
instituci zemé. Jiz od konce 2. svétové valky zili Némci podle hesla ,,
wehret den Anfangen “ (vzpirejte se poc¢atkiim), které, stejné jako
mnoho jiného, berou doslova.

V Némecku nejsou vazni teroristé cizi. Pocéinaje 70. lety zabila
levicova teroristicka skupina znama jako Frakce Rudé armady vice
nez 30 lidi. Pocinaje rokem 2000 se neonacisticka skupina, ktera si
rikala National Socialist Underground (NSU), vydala na mnohaleté
vrazdéni, které si vyzadalo deveét mrtvych.

Mohamed Atta, viidce leteckého ttoku z 11. zari na newyorské
Svétové obchodni centrum v roce 2001, shroméazdil svou posadku v
Hamburku, kde stravil mnoho let jako student.

I kdyZ neni pochyb o tom, Ze skupina jako ta, kterou tdajné
shromazdil princ Heinrich, mohla skon¢it zabijenim lidi, domnénka,
ze by mohla ohrozit stabilitu nejlidnatéjsi zemeé EU, je absurdni.
Samotna federalni struktura Némecka, vnucena zemi po druhé
svetové valce, aby zabranila centralizaci moci (kazdy ze 16
némeckych spolkovych zemi méa napriklad vlastni policejni odd€leni),
by i dobte organizovanym silam ztizila svrzeni vlady. , natoz sbirka
toho, co by se dalo slusné nazvat whackjobs.
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ReuB’s motley crew included a former MP with the far-right
Alternative for Germany party and a retired German special forces
commander (who left the service in 1996 and never actually saw
combat), as well as an opera singer (tenor), a roofer and a gourmet
cook. After throwing over the government (at one point the group
considered making Queen Elizabeth’s death the trigger day, but was
unprepared when she passed away) the conspirators planned to
establish a political “council” to run the country under Prince
Heinrich.

Many in the group are adherents of a fringe movement known as the
Reichsbiirger, who maintain that the German republic is an
illegitimate state and demand a return of the monarchy. Authorities
put the total number of Reichsbiirger, who often get arrested for not
paying taxes and have a history of shooting at police officers, in
Germany at about 20,000.

Others in the alleged conspiracy are rooted in Germany’s antivax
movement, the so-called Querdenker or “lateral thinkers.”

Just how this ragtag group could have managed to take over the
central institutions of a country of more than 80 million is not
obvious — except, that is, for Germany’s state-backed broadcaster,
which interrupted regular programming to offer blanket coverage of
the supposed near-death of German democracy.

“Any who laughs this off is making a mistake,” warned Michael
Gotschenberg, a correspondent for the ARD television channel.

Unlikely.

A central tenet of the Reichsbiirgers’ fuzzy narrative is that Germany
has become a U.S. vassal, a pawn on the chessboard of American
colonialism. Unsurprisingly, members of the group, including Prince
Heinrich, are also pro-Russian.
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Together with his Russian girlfriend, who was also arrested and
identified only as Vitalia B., Prince Heinrich approached the Russian
embassy in Berlin to try and drum up support for his plot, authorities
said.

Yet the alleged conspiracy was even too crazy for the Russians, who
appear to have passed on the offer to collaborate.

German terrorism experts warn that a combination of the COVID
pandemic, the war in Ukraine and Europe’s energy crisis has set the
country on edge.

“We’re going to see more events like this,” Peter Neumann, a
professor at King’s College in London, told German radio. “A well-
connected swamp has emerged from the protests against the
coronavirus pandemic policies and now this scene has been
radicalized.”

On the bright side, at least Germans won’t run out of things to worry
about anytime soon.
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